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School workers worth every cent

I'd like to know the last time that Ed Jacovino (“Teachers not chipping in,” May 25) or Susan Kniep,
president of the Federation of Connecticut Taxpayer Organizations (quoted in the article), spent any time in
a local classroom.

I am thankful each and every day when my two boys are at school that they are in such capable and
caring hands. It takes a special kind of person to be a teacher, and I haven’t met a single one who chose
the profession for the money.

Each year, their classroom enrollment grows and they have more students and fewer resources. Time and
time again, I have seen teachers pay for supplies and extras for the classroom out of their own pockets.

Most teachers mentor before- or after-school programs so their students can explore and develop their
passions. These teachers do not get extra pay. They do it for their students because they believe in their
talents. Teachers and educators spend countless hours nurturing, encouraging, and growing students into
active citizens.

Newspapers and anti-tax groups like Kniep’s have recently focused all their anti-public service rhetoric on ,
and with no good reason. The teachers I know work hard, pride themselves on the accomplishments of
their students, and work hand in hand with parents and the community to provide a safe and nurturing
environment for our children.

Our town budget had a shortfall this year. But educators in our town — administrators, paraprofessionals,

and teachers — are working together to help close the gap. School employees know they will need to give
back to our community to overcome this challenge and still provide our children the great education they

deserve. I am confident these dedicated educators will rise to the challenge of these unprecedented times
in a spirit of cooperation and generosity for our community.

This parent thinks that our teachers, our paraprofessionals, administrators, and all the school workers are
worth every penny — and then some.

Dawn M. McKay

Suffield
The Reagan prosperity myth

Douglas J. Cain’s paean to Reagonomics (“Stand up against Obamanomics,” May 27 letter) conveniently
leaves out much of what President Ronald Reagan left us in his wake — things like the Laffer curve, trickle-
down economics, and deregulation, all "Reagonomics” failures.

Reagan shifted more of the tax burden onto individuals from corporations. He shifted wealth to the
wealthiest Americans. He destroyed unions like PATCO, allowing corporations free reign to do as they
pleased. He increased government spending, wasting hundreds of billions for research on “Star Wars”
weaponry while reducing essential government services like the Government Printing Office and allowing
the Coast Guard to charge victims and survivors for their rescue.

Look at Reagan'’s record: From 1986 to 1991 the number of new homes built dropped, from 1.8 million to 1
million, the lowest rate since World War II. Of 16 million jobs Reagan created, how many were low-paying
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